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This book is designed for a specialized health law course focusing on the organization and finance

of health care. It is also well-suited for health law courses in health administration or management

programs. The 7th Edition focuses heavily on the many changes that the Affordable Care Act is

bringing about in the regulation of health care and health insurance. The book begins with an

introduction to fundamental concepts affecting health law and policy, and then explores

conventional and emerging methods of quality control regulation applicable to health care

professionals and health care institutions. The next section of the book examines in depth the policy

and legal issues presented by varying approaches to providing access to health care and controlling

its cost. This section explores in depth the provisions of the Affordable Care Act that are expanding

access to health care, and analyzes the challenges to that law, including the National Federation of

Independent Business Supreme Court decision. This section also considers legal issues presented

by private health insurance, managed care, Medicare, and Medicaid, as well as obligations to

provide medical services under state and federal law. The final section of the book explores legal

issues that affect health care institutions and the relationships between professionals and

institutions, including medical staff privileging, physician-hospital contracting, accountable care

organizations, employment and labor law, tax exempt organization law, fraud and abuse issues, and

antitrust law. The 7th edition has been completely updated, covering recent developments involving

consumer-driven health care, ERISA, antitrust enforcement, labor law, and tax-exempt organization

law, in addition to the Affordable Care Act developments.
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I think they rushed this to the printers to get the ACA updates, as I've seen more typos than in most

legal textbooks. I don't mind that, what I mind is it has all the classic law textbook features:1) Each

topic includes a lot of superfluous information, so it's difficult to separate what's important from

what's not. Obviously health law is a complex subject matter, but the authors seem to try to make it

more complex than it needs to be.2) It's unnecessarily long. Longer textbooks do not mean they are

better. This relates to...3) The high price. I'm sure writers/publishers love 900-page textbooks so

they can justify the high cost and enjoy some nice profits.4) The basic case law method of teaching.

And the notes at the end of each section. Does anyone think students actually have the

time/interest in reading these question, which often don't have answers?

It's kind of dry...but useful!

Health Care Organization and Finance is a difficult and complex topic that is only further

complicated when it is taught through a legal lens. It follows that any text book written on the subject

may reflect this inherent difficulty and complexity. Naturally, this book follows that trend, but it

includes a great deal of information that is essential to understanding the legal tapestry regulating

the health care industry in the United States.
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